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The DWAA awards banquet held in February in conjunction with the Westminster Dog 
Show was great fun! 
 
 
 

DUES FORM ENCLOSED 
 

 
 
 
 



Meanderings 
 
“One of the least impressive liberties is the liberty to starve.  This particular liberty is 
freely accorded to authors.”  Lord Goodman 
 
“If you copy from one author it’s plagiarism.  If you copy from two, it’s research.”  
Wilson Mizner 
 
“Your manuscript is both good and original; but the part that is good is not original, and 
the part that is original is not good.”  Samuel Johnson 
 
Involuntary Reprints  
Several of our members have had the unhappy experience of opening up a magazine to 
seeing a very familiar article in it, unbeknownst to them, or of being notified that an 
article of theirs appeared on a website, magazine or newsletter.   
 
If we were writing only for the joy of it, (though we hope there is some joy in writing), 
this would be gratifying.  However, for those of us who write professionally, it’s a 
bittersweet moment.  It’s sweet because it’s nice to know that someone admired 
something you wrote enough to reprint it.  It’s bitter because you weren’t asked for 
permission – and sometimes your copyright (or horrors! even your name!) isn’t included 
with the article.  And, certainly, there’s no check with your name forthcoming.  In 
addition, this may prevent you from publishing it in a similar site that wants the exclusive 
rights for their particular market. 
 
Quotes, of course, are a different story.  If they’re accredited to you, it brings you 
publicity.  Fair use is usually considered to be a paragraph or two, certainly not a whole 
chapter or half an article! 
 
What to do?  What to do?  Immediately write the publisher telling them this is an original 
article of yours and is copyrighted.  It never hurts to ask for an amount that you think is 
fair.  However, don’t hold your breath, as most of the people who do this are club 
volunteers who have no budgets or pathways to the club treasury. 

 
Permission Granted 
“It’s a damn good story. If you have any comments, write them on the back of a check.”  
Erle Stanley Gardner 
 
Thankfully, most editors are astute enough to know that they must (not should, but must) 
ask permission to republish an article.  When I receive a request, I first need to know two 
things.  Is this an article I plan to resell in the future?  Is the publication a for- or not-for-
profit one? 
 
If I plan to resell the article soon to a similar market, I respond by saying that I cannot 
allow permission at this time, but might in the future.  Many times, however, I can 



rewrite the article enough to sell it to another market and allow permission for the reprint 
of the original. 
 
Personally, I allow reprints of many of my articles to non-profit organizations. I require 
the following:   
 
 1)  Use the copyright symbol (c) by my name. 
 2)  Include a line or two stating that the author must be contacted for reprints.  
You may include my address, phone number and e-mail address 
(_________________________________).   
 3)  State that this article was first published in _____________ (or wherever you 
take it from). 
 4)  Send me a copy of the piece when it is published. 
 
I do this because it helps to spread a message I think is important.  One of my articles on 
responsible care, which is entitled, “One Dog’s Life” has been reprinted 30-some times 
around the world.   
 
If the publication does make a profit, but can afford little or nothing to pay, I require an 
ad publicizing my books.  In this way, I often make book sales.  If you don’t have any 
books, you might be able to advertise something else.  Another option is to ask for a 
subscription of their magazine in return for the reprint. 

 
Milking An Article  
“Just one great idea can completely revolutionize your life.”  Earl 
Nightingale 

When I sell an article, I always grant only First North American Rights.  If the 
publication wants anything more than that, they’d better increase the check accordingly – 
or it has to be something I’m certain I’d never want to use again.   
 
After the piece is published, I check out other publications that might be interested in the 
same subject.  What’s good for the goose is often good for the gander, i.e., if it’s 
appropriate for dogs, it might also be for cats – or horses – or lizards.  If it works for 
Rottweilers, it might cross over to Min Pins.  If I sell something to The Retired Officers 
Magazine, it might go to an in-flight magazine.   
 
I often write a piece with just a couple changes.  Recently, I wrote one for an 
organization, sending them three versions (without their asking me):  one for mainstream, 
one for canine magazines, and one for sporting mags.  It’s simple to do by adding or 
deleting a few words and by changing the all-important leader or hook paragraph. 
 
Another of my articles has been sold several times with just such minor changes.  The 
first time I sold it was in my newspaper column for $10.  With a little sprucing up and 
updates, I’ve sold it multiple times since then for several hundred.  Don’t try to do this on 
“the sneak.”  Be honest with the editor.  Tell them this article has been published ____ 
times in non-competing markets.  If you think it’ll help up the ante, tell them the amount 



you were paid.  I usually don’t do that, however, unless I’m very familiar with the 
publication and their payment policy. 
 
The DWAA-Pro List 
The hot new place to be and be heard is the DWAA-Pro list.  (Subscription info included 
in this issue.)  Several people have already been helped by advice on buying a camera, 
tips for book signings and checking publishers’ websites for book sales.  Others are 
utilizing the files available on book proposals, article queries and tax information.  
Photographers have set up their own files with samples of their work, and, of course, 
there’s no reason why an author can’t do this as well.  I plan to as soon as possible.  
DWAA members can look to see if a member best matches their requirements for 
illustration, possibly generating more work for the artists and photographers.  And 
member editors and publishers will be able to look over writers’ credits and clips. 
 
This is for DWAA members only.  To access the files, members need to establish a 
profile with yahoo, which can be as simple as your name.  Simple guidelines apply:  no 
flaming, no jokes, no personal notes of congrats or me too, etc.  This means the list is not 
heavy traffic.  Be there to ask and give invaluable advice.  Yahoo groups gives us the 
convenience of going “no mail” when we’re traveling or receiving the digest (a single 
post with all the of the messages sent that day), without having to go through the folderol 
of subscribing and unsubscribing.  There are many other benefits.  Check it out! 
 
*********************************************************************** 

By-laws Changes 
 
In March, the DWAA board voted on another by-laws change, this time about 
membership. This month it’s just a board announcement; next month we’ll have 
discussion, and the third month we’ll all vote on it. Not getting an answer from voting 
members constitutes a yes vote, so don’t forget to vote.  
 

First Review 
 
Article 1 
Membership 
Section 1. Membership shall be limited to those persons to promote the best interest of 
dogs through news or informational channels and qualifying fields of experience (adopted 
1997) 
There shall be the following classes of membership 
a.) Professional Membership shall include those persons who are actively engaged, 
on a regular basis, in writing (or other forms of dissemination of information) about dogs 
and who are paid for their work.  This class of membership shall pay dues, have voting 
privileges, and be entitled to receive the Association's Press Card. 
b.) Associate Membership is established to encourage writers who are published but not 
necessarily paid for their work.  May serve as a member of a regular appointed committee.  
Associate Membership shall pay dues but shall not run for or hold office and shall not 
have voting privileges nor receive a Press Card. (Membership Card Only). (Adopted 1997) 
c.) Retired Membership shall include those persons who are no longer actively writing and 
have reached the age of at least 65 and had at least 15 years continuous membership in 
the Association. Any member may apply for Retired Membership at any age after 6  when 



he discontinues writing on an active and regular basis.  A member may apply and, when 
approved by the Board, shall pay one-half the regular dues and retain the same privileges 
he had as a Professional or Associate Member. 
d.) Honorary Membership may be conferred by the Board upon any member who is retired 
and has been a member for at least 20 years.  There shall be no annual dues and the 
member shall retain the same privileges he had as a Professional or Associate Member. 
NEW 
e.) Junior Membership for those under 18 years of age who actively engage on a regular basis, in 
writing and are paid for their work. This class shall pay dues, receive a Press Card, but will not 
hold office or have voting privileges.(If they are not paid they will receive an Associate Card). 
They will automatically become Professional Members at the age of 18 if paid and Associate 
Members if not paid. 
 
From last month: 
 

Constitution Change Voted on by Board and Officers of the DWAA 
 

Second Review.  
Next Month We’ll for a Vote of the Membership the Following Month. 

 
CONSTITUTION SECTION 2 (d) 
 
READS: TO PROMOTE AND SUPPORT THE DOG WRITERS EDUCATIONAL TRUST. 
 
PROPOSED CHANGE: TO PROMOTE AND SUPPORT AN ANNUAL WRITING COMPETITION. 
 
PLEASE DIRECT YOUR CONCERNS OR COMMENTS TO THE SECRETARY. 
****************************************************************************** 

 
Book Reviews from Your Newsletter Goddess 

 
8 Weeks to a Healthy Dog, Shawn Messonnier, DVM, $14.95, Rodale 
 
This book is excellent – well written, easily understood, and full of common preventive sense, it’s 
a canine version of Dr. Andrew Weil’s 8 Weeks to Optimum Health for people. Billed as “a 
preventive-care program for your dog’s total health,” it fills the bill. Dr. Messonnier uses both 
holistic and conventional therapies, preferring a holistic approach and use of conventional 
therapies when appropriate.  He believes in what he calls the best of both worlds. He discusses 
why a dog should start out with a visit to the vet for a physical, and moves on to treating 
parasites, selecting an appropriate diet for your dog’s needs, supplements, treating diseases 
naturally, the importance of not being overweight, and more. Based on what I learned here, I’m 
planning on making some changes for my dogs. 
 
The Rosetta Bone: The Key to Communication Between Humans and Canines, Cheryl S. 
Smith, $24.99, Howell 
 
The title of this book is creative and apt, as is the books’ content; the Rosetta Stone was a stone 
tablet found by Napoleon’s troops that provided the key to translation of Egyptian hieroglyphics. 
Smith, a trainer, points out that effective communication not only increases the emotional quality 
of your relationship with your dog, but increases your ability to train your dog. Her ABCs of 
communication are: A = any reward, B = better luck next time, C = consequences. Smith provides 
exercises for you and your dog, and incorporates useful quotations from many different sources 
and. She discusses the basics of human-canine communication, how dogs speak to us, 



understanding body language, the communication inherent in touch, and making rewards and 
reprimands more effective. Smith even discusses when children are ready to share their lives with 
dogs. Her book is full of information that will easily help improve communication between dogs 
and their people, and it has some wonderful photographs.  
 
Calico Tales…and Others, Betsy Stowe, $14.95, Infinity Publishing 
 
This delightful collection of black and white photographs taken by Stowe and poems written by 
Stowe makes an excellent gift book for the cat lovers in your life. If you’re a cat lover, you really 
owe it to yourself to have this book. If you have any affection for cats, you will love the 
photographs and the variety of cats in them. The poems range from short to a page or so, and vary 
in tone from funny to poignant to cute. Since there poetry is very subjective to personal taste, I’ll 
share with you one of the short poems I liked best. 
 

True Love 
 

When a cat sleeps with you,  
You know you are truly loved. 

 
Or maybe… 

Your blanket is warm. 
 
Bride and Groom, Susan Conant, $22.95, Berkley Prime Crime 
 
Holly Winter fans will love this new tail about the murder of several women in Cambridge who 
all have something in common. Holly fits the profile of the women being killed. In this 
installment, Holly is finally preparing to marry Steve, the man of my dreams. I mean, the man of 
her dreams. Anyway, in the short time they have to make arrangements, their circle of friends 
suffer significant changes, and not all of them revolve around death. I’ve always loved the way 
Conant manages to teach her readers about dogs, and here she has some wonderful instruction-
that-doesn’t-sound-like instruction on the integration of Holly’s two dogs and Steve’s three into 
one family. Conant mentions DWAA a few times, which is unexpected and fun to read. It’s 
interesting to see Holly learn to promote her new book, 101 Ways to Cook Liver. I cried at the 
ending; other sentimental types will do the same.  
 

The Anti-Dog Movement 
 
By Melanie Coronetz 
 
I sometime dream I have a big dog. No, not a big dog, but a huge dog. A dog of such 
great size and appetite that she might gobble up all the bureaucrats and rule makers who 
keep impacting her environment through mindless restrictions and/or fees. In a previous 
issue of The Write Dog, I railed against the airlines and their discriminatory fees charged 
for carry-on bags containing a dog or cat. A domestic traveler can tote a reeking salami 
and stick it under the seat for free, but a sweet-smelling, quiet pet costs the owner a 
bundle. 
 
Now there's more bad news for dog owners. Many insurance companies are refusing to 
write homeowner's policies for people who share their lives with so-called dangerous 



breeds. And sometimes "dangerous" just translates to "big." I wonder what an agent 
would think if he or she came face to face with Josh, our Westminster winner? Why, the 
agent might risk getting a ..kiss! If this sounds silly, it isn't. Misconceptions about 
companion animals abound in today's society and, unfortunately, this leads to more and 
more restrictions. 
 
Recently, after a big snowfall here in the city, I took my two Schipperkes across the street 
to Central Park. These days, a good part of the park is fenced, so dogs can no longer 
romp off leash where they want, but there still are a few sections where they may, up 
until 9:00 a.m. One such area is nearby, but it's too close to home to safely let these little 
devils run free. Further in, there is a terrific field. Riders used to gallop across it on 
horseback in the early 1970s, but now it has become an enclave of fenced-off baseball 
fields. On this particular day, the fences were open here and there, and a sign proclaimed 
that whenever snow was at least 6" deep, people could cross country ski there. The 
Schips and I entered, and I watched them play for a while. Soon a parks worker told me 
to "get those dogs out of there." It was nowhere close to 9:00 a.m. A week later, I noticed 
a new sign: Open to cross-country skiers. No dogs allowed. I have written to the Parks 
Department and demanded that they explain themselves. Most dogs (excluding Josh) 
weigh less than a skier, and could not possibly damage the underlying grounds. As for 
pottying, by the time any dog arrived at this interior location, it would have relieved 
itself, and its owner (hopefully) would have cleaned up after it. Would dogs chase and 
frighten a skier? Maybe, if they could find one. But I've never seen anyone skiing across 
those fields that early in the morning at any time during the past few snowfalls. 
 
Today, in The New York Times, there was more bad news for dog owners. The 
management of an apartment complex on the east side of Manhattan is trying to impose 
more regulations on dog owners who live there. Among the brilliant ideas is one that 
would forbid non-resident dogs from entering the premises. For example, if you invited a 
friend to come up for coffee after you both walked your dogs, and if your friend didn't 
live in the building, her dog would not be allowed inside. Management also proposed 
making dogs wear special identification tags showing what apartment they belonged to, 
and levying fines for owners who didn't comply. Naturally, this being New York, the dog 
people immediately hired a lawyer who specializes in pet issues, and who will help them 
fight against the implementation of these inane rules and restrictions. 
 
But the warning lights are on full blast. For every magazine article or "Animal Planet" 
segment that extols the wonders of the dog/human bond, there is a counterpoint. This 
consists of people, often in lawmaking or rulemaking positions, who see dogs as public 
nuisances. They believe dogs are naturally destructive. They believe dogs defecate and 
urinate all over the place, all the time. They believe dogs are by nature noisy and eager to 
bite people. Ridiculous? Of course. But this is the mentality we are up against and if we 
don't start paying more attention to these issues, writing about them, and trying to educate 
those who would create bans, restrictions and other limits to having canine 
companionship, we will find ourselves in an increasingly dogless world. As a first step, I 
urge all DWAA members to sign up for the ASPCA's Advocacy Center get their emails, 



and join their email letter writing campaigns as the issues arise. For more information, 
visit their website at www.ASPCA.org. 
 

Roster Changes 
 
 

 
New Members:   

  
Anna Katherine Nicholas 
Honorary Membership 
15 Ledgemere Drive 
Danbury, CT 06811-3603 
203-748-7219 
 
Tom Freeman 
Publisher/A 
370 Vereda del Ciervo 
Goleta, CA 93117 
805-685-4106 
Goldeniusp@aol.com 
 
Roxanne Williams Snopek 
Freelance/P 
35293 Gingerhills Drive 
Abbotsford, BC Canada V3G 3A1 
604-557-0672 
Fax: 604-557-0652 
rsnopele@shaw.ca 
 
Willard Bailey 
Freelance/P 
1111 W. Dahlia Drive 
Phoenix, AZ 85029 
602-942-6069 
Fax: 602-942-9475 
willardbai@ad.com 
 
Diane Morgan 
Freelance/P 
15213 Clear Spring Road 
Williamsport, MD 21795 
301-582-3462 
Dcrocodile@aol.com 
 

Amy I. Attas, V.M.D. 
Radio/weekly/P 
% 101 W. 57th Street 
New York, NY 10019-2215 
Bus.212-246-6068 
Fax: 212-246-2095 
dramyattas@earthlink.net 
 
Rosie Lucitt 
remove "The Barker" 
 
Barbara McNinch 
2908 Maple Leaf Drive 
LaGrange, KY 40031 
502-243-3993 
e-mail: bmarctg@bellsouth.net 
 
Alice Bixler 
e-mail: alicejb@att.net 
 
Audrey Pavia 
e-mail: audrey@audreypavia.com 
 
Carole Field 
phone: 773-251-8153 
e-mail: ruffnstuffpetctr@aol.com 
 
J. Hungerland, PhD 
280 N. Mill Valley Circle 
Sacramento, CA 95835 
916-419-2955 
 
Karen Martinac 
e-mail: karencorgis@comcast.net 
 
 
 

 
Changes:  
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Mary Evelyn Stooksbury 
3210 Victoria Drive 
Springfield, Il 62704 
e-mail: marie7@webtv.net 
 
Audie Emery 
623-848-0255 
 
Joan Froling 
Home Phone: 586-826-3938 
Bus: 586-977-9716 
Fax: 586-977-0079 
 
Charlotte Schwartz 
Home Phone: 239-768-9481 
e-mail: edogteacher@aol.com 
 
Beth Marley 
Senior Editor 
Dogs in Canada 
89 Skyway Avenue Suite 200 
Etobicoke, Ontario M9w 6R4 Canada 
 
Susan Bulanda  
104 Todd Court 
Yorktown, VA 23692-2253 
 
Jan Jaeger 
119 Pleasant Street 
Nantucket, MA 02554 
508-228-3731 
1-800-738-7297 

 
 
Kim Kilmer  
603 Avenue G 
Boulder City, NV 89005 
 
Esme Treen 
1575 E. Washington Blvd #814 
Pasadena, CA 91104 
Phone: 626-791-3015 
Fax: 626-791-6247 
esmet@aol.com 
 
Joel Davis 
e-mail: contheadunclena@aol.com 
 
Lexiann E. Grant-Snider 
Freelance & KYPG Contributing Editor 
 
Susan Conant 
e-mail: misskobuk@comcast.net 
 
Arlene Millman 
Freelance 
 
Bud Houston 
e-mail: dogwoodbud1@earthlink.net 
Freelance & Just for Agility Notebook 
 
Seymore N. Weiss 
Barron’s

jan@geronimos.com 
 
Toni Tucker 
Fax: 860-364-0008 
 
Pamela H. Sacks 
e-mail: phsacks@aol.com 
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Banquet Photos 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Thanks to everyone who helped make the banquet a great success! 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Dues Notice 
 

Dues are due March 1, 2004 
 
 
Name_____________________________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Phone_____________________________________________ 

Business___________________________________________ 

Fax_______________________________________________ 

e-mail____________________________________________ 

Freelance or______________________________________ 

 

Make checks payable to the DWAA and send to: 

Pat Santi, Sec. 
173 Union Road 
Coatesville, PA 19320-1326 

 
 
 
 



All rights reserved. No part of the publication may be reproduced, stored in, or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in 
any form, or by any means whatsoever (electronic, mechanical, recording, or otherwise) without the prior written consent of DWAA 

and/or the author.  
 
 

2003 OFFICERS and BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
 

President – Chris Walkowicz, 1396 265th St, Sherrard, IL  61281, 8533 – 309.754.8723 – walkoway.dogbooks@mchsi.com  
Vice President –– Jan Mahood, P.O. Box 612, Geneseo, NY 14454 585-243-1932 - dogrose@rochester.rr.com  

Secretary – Pat Santi, 173 Union Road, Coatesville, PA 19320 – 610.384.2436 – Rhydowen@aol.com  
Treasurer – Alan Alford, PO Box 377, Sudbury, MA 01776 – aialford@aol.com  

President Emeritus – Mordecai Siegal, 135 Charles St., Apt 3G, New York, NY, 10014, 212.352.9765 – Mordecai@mordecai.com 
 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 

Class of 2007 – David Frei and Debra Eldredge  
Class of 2006 – Ranny Green and Amy Fernandez 

Class of 2005 – Ida Estep and Paul Glassner  
 

Newsletter Editor/Goddess – Phyllis DeGioia, 4226 Beverly Road, Madison, WI 53711-3713, 608.271.1763, 
Phyllis@globaldialog.com 

(Please send all material for the newsletter to the Newsletter Editor) 
 

****************************** 
DWAA Web Site: www.DWAA.org 
****************************** 

 
When your address changes, or if you did not receive your newsletter or roster,  

PLEASE NOTIFY THE SECRETARY for a copy.  Pat Santi, contact information above.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pat Santi 
173 Union Road 
Coatesville, PA 19320 
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