Snapshots from the 147th Westminster K.C. Show

By Barbara E. Magera, M.D.

In May, 2023, the 147th Westminster Kennel Club (WKC) show was
held in Flushing, New York. Breed Judge Ted Eubank (Pinecrest) evalu-
ated 26 champion Cavaliers.

CKCSC members whose Cavaliers competed in conformation at
WKC include:

BOB to GCHP: CH Castle Peak Field of Dreams bred by Patricia
Johnson and owned by Rebecca Lofholm, Janet Talmy and Patricia
Johnson. Pride and emotion overwhelmed expert handler Janice
Hayes when handed the coveted WKC rosette.

BOS: Kelly Fadel with CH Crownheir Hallelujah
SELECT BITCH: Anne Eckersley with CH Chadwick Trivial Pursuit

AOM: Ann Knauss and Carla Close with GCHB CH Carlen Myrddin
Wylit at Tycwn

AOM: Lynnette Bragg with GCH CH Mtn to Sea Hope Diamond
Shining at Ranlyn

AOM: Beverly Manley with Braemore KBPride It's Only Make Be-
lieve) “Marigold”.

On the eve of group judging, Judge Beth Sweigart entered the ring with
poise, grace and elegance. True to her style, her cuts were decisive and swift.
During their final lap around the ring, tension and excitement mounted as
fans cheered for their favored starlet. Her top honors went to the Petit Bas-
set Griffons Vendéen, affectionately known as the PBGV’s. Judge Sweigart
awarded BIS to CH Soletrader Buddy Holly breed by Gavin and Sara Rob-
ertson, expertly shown by handler Janice Hayes and owned by Janice Hayes,
Lizzie Canmore, Cathy Oneill and Donna Moore.

'The thrill of WKC intensifies with each show I attend. WKC showcas-
es champion canines who perform at the pinnacle of their athletic careers.
From all over the world, canines compete against the best specimens of their
breed. Annually, WKC introduces new breeds recently recognized by the
AKC.WKC is a unique experience to observe champion pure bred dogs and

to learn from seasoned breeders and experienced handlers.
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Spontaneous comments from
random exhibitors:

Kelly Fadel: "Showing at Westminster with a dog
| bred and exclusively handled was a thrill. To be
selected by the well-respected breeder judge, Mr.
Eubank, for BOS was an honor. Congratulations to
all of the winners! Westminster Kennel Club did a
fantastic job with the new venue. | feel blessed
to have been a part of this show that's now in the
record books."

Ann Knauss: “This was my 4th attempt at West-
minster with different dogs. | hoped GCHB CH
Carlen Myrddin Wylit at Tycwn, “Magic,” would
be competitive, but knew whole colors are not al-
ways given the credit they deserve. | just hoped he
made the ‘cut’!  am humbled and overjoyed to re-
ceive an Award Of Merit from a respected breeder
judge. | was thrilled that Carla, his breeder, could
be there with me.”

Carla Close: "I so enjoyed Westminster. | bred and
co-own Magic, who was expertly shown by Karen
Mammano. The venue was lovely. The WKC staff
were welcoming and helpful. It was exciting to see
Magic in the WKC ring. A Black and Tan competing
against a lovely line up of parti-colored Cavaliers
is tough. We are proud and thrilled that esteemed
breeder Judge Ted Eubank awarded an Award of
Merit to Magic. We express our sincere gratitude
to Judge Eubank for recognizing Magic at WKC."”

Lynnette Bragg: "Having my dog shown at West-
minster was a dream | had as a child. To show my
dog myself took this experience to a new level. |
truly enjoyed that day!”

Beverly Manley: “Win or lose, it is thrilling to ex-
perience the event. It was an honor to have my
girl presented to exemplify the best of the best
in the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel breed stan-
dard. "

Judy Perini and Karen Sage: “Our love of cavaliers
has created a special friendship between us; sort
of the sister that neither of us had. While both
of us had dogs competing at Westminster in the
past, Michael is the first dog we co-bred to com-
pete at WKC, so win or lose, it was an experience
we will never forget.”

A Judge’s Road to Westminster

EDITOR’S NOTE: A big Thank You to Ted Eubank, who kindly agreed to be interviewed about his judging assignment
at Westminster this year. Here is an informative behind-the-scenes narrative of how he prepared for it and what
was going through his mind on the actual day.

1. When did you first decide to
apply for your AKC judge’s li-
cense, and why?

My first application was
for Cavaliers in 2006. 1 had
judged CKCSCUSA shows for
a few years and had been asked
to judge in foreign countries.
"There were no foreign countries
that recognized the CKCS-
CUSA judges to judge point
(Championship) shows.  So
that led me to seek AKC Judg-
ing approval.

2. How long did it take? How
many breeds are you now ap-
proved to judge?

I now judge 56 breeds (23
Toy breeds plus the Toy Group
and 33 Sporting breeds plus
the Sporting Group). 1 was
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Ted, Janice Hayes, & Castle Peak

Field of Dreams

approved to judge the last 7
sporting breeds in 2022 and I
am still Permit status for several
of those. By the end of this year
I should be Regular status on
all of these two groups. I have
applied to judge 6 breeds in the
Non-Sporting Group and have
an interview with an AKC Ex-
ecutive Field Rep in June.

3. Describe your reaction when
you received the invitation to
judge at Westminster. (How
many AKC judging assignments
had you completed prior?)
Approximately 125 including
domestic and foreign assign-
ments prior to Westminster.

I was blown away when I

received the invitation letter
from The Westminster Kennel
Club. I had shown there 8
or nine times and won Best
of Breed 3 times plus three
Awards of Merit. I never
thought I would be asked
to judge it.
4. Between the period of
receiving the invitation
and judging at the show,
how did you mentally pre-
pare yourself? How did
you feel about this assign-
ment compared to past
ones?

From the day in October
(2022) that I received the
invitation, there was not
a day that I did not think
about it. I began reviewing

all of my studies I had accu-

mulated on each
of the 8 breeds/
varities 1 had
been assigned.
Some of the
breed clubs have
breed courses on
the AKC web-
site (the Canine
College) and 1
went back and
replayed all that
were available.
I called on my
mentors  who
had helped me
in my studies and a

we met and watched videos of
breed judging from past events
including some old Westmin-
ster shows.

5. What was your state of mind
on the day of? What was the
entry? (You looked fairly re-
laxed in the photos | saw. )

I knew I would have butter-
flys and I did! My total entry
was 119 dogs. The first breed
for me that day was Pugs.
There were 28 entered and 1
was nervous when they entered
the ring. One or two dogs into
the judging and all butterflys
were gone. It was just fun and
concentration after that.

It is so much more fun to
judge quality exhibits and that is
what I had. In every breed there
were really good dogs and bitch-

es and a very few that were not.
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Ted, Kally Fadel and CH Crownheir Hallejulah

In Cavaliers, there were

also 28 entered. Some I had
seen and judged before but
there were more that I had not
judged until that day. My Best
of Breed could win anywhere in
the world. Best of Opposite and
Select Dog and Bitch were ex-
cellent. I was allowed to award
three Awards of Merit and they
were really beautiful dogs too.
Any one of these could win in
another competition on any
given day.
6. What was your overall im-
pression of the dogs presented
to you. (Do you want to talk
about your winners, or no?)
see above.

I had never seen the Peking-
ese that I awarded Best of Breed.
It was a beautiful male and went
on to win the Toy Group that
night and Reserve Best in Show

the next night. 6?




