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Flistory of Field Trials

oX e cnessY"'WQLL IN THE

,, lltxc BNcL$D co_uJ
*nvsmB A GRou:P oF DIS-

MCUTSHBO GBNTLEMEN
'.., P DISCUS.iSING THE
..MERITS OF THEIR FAVORITE
rrUXUNc DOGS. This argument

hud b"io'me''i."'iegular debate. Master

James brags that his Red &White Set-

ter can out hunt anY dog: Squire John

claims that his Black & White is the

best, while yet another claims there

nothing that can comPare to his Black

& Thn. Various homebred strains of
hunting dogs had emerged but there

was no way to compare their merits or

track the success of their progeny. Dog

Shows had been established but that

did not test the performance ability of
the dog.

Among the men of stature at this

time was A.W. Brailsford,who became

known as the father of Field Tiials. On
May 1, 7866, at the Cannock Chase

Country Estate in Stafford, England

the 6rst official Field Trial was held.

Dogs were run in braces of two, bY

process of elimination until one dog

remained. Through the years different
methods of determining winners devel-

oped.The important thing, for breeders,

was that there was fina7ly away to track

bloodl-ines and validate hunting ability.

The public records gave them the abil-

ity to trace bloodline and pedigrees as

to fi eld/hunting Performance'
The first trial held in America was in

Memphis, Tennessee at the Tennessee

State 
-Sportsman 

Association on Oct 8,

1874. Ascore sheet that graded the var-

ious aspects of the dog's performance

*u. ,..d to determine the winners'The

fi.rst effort to keep authentic registra-

tions of dogs in the US was on March

!7, 7876, when the Chicago Field

(later know as The America Field) an-

nounced open registry for all dogs used

in 6e1d sports. The first National Bird

Dog ChampionshiP was held in 7896

,rrd -u, won by the Setter (English)

"Count Gladstone IV". James Monroe

ByJEANNIEWAGNER

Avent (1860'1936),along with Hobart

Ames, was responsible for establishing

the National Bird Dog Championship'

Between the Years of 1879- 1885

the American Kennel Club gained in

popularity. Dr. Rowe donated the re-

.oidr tt. had kept to the AKC and thus

the initial structure of American Ken-

nel Club registrations for sporting dogs

was founded, based on the records of

the American Field.In 1900 a disparity

over recognition ofsporting dog inter-

est, caused a split in the sporting dog

enthusiasts and the Field Dog Stud

book was founded. Sporting dog com-

petitions were developed by both orga-
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nizations and continue todav'

Whether }'ou 1lare a Pointing dog,

flushing spaniel, or a retriever there are

numerous events and competitions to

sho.,vcase yrcur favorite hunting com-

panion. These competitions go hand in

irand with hunting over a quality bird

dog. &Iany sportsmen' rvho participate

in field trial competitions, also hunt

o\€r their dogs, The competition gil'es

them an opporruniq'to iudge the qual-

ity of their dog against others of their

breed and identi$' superior breeding

stock, r,vhich in turn produces better

bird dogs rvith u'hich to hunt'

FIELD: HIGHTAILS

Each breeds parent

club deyeloped a rvrit-
ten standard for their
breed. When you look
at the rvritten stan-
dards of the Sporting
Group dogs, 1'ou rvill
see that some standards

included verbiage that
supported the rvorking
aspects of the breed,

while others did not.

Those breeds rvho em-

braced the rvorking as-

pects oftheir dogs have

a high rate ofdogs be-

ing able to attain Dual
Championships. fhis
goes to the Essence of
the Breed.

What is the Essence of the Breed?

The essence is maintaining breed type-
rnaintaining function, does it conform
and does it perform. Breed essence can

be judged by looking at the number

of dog that are earning Dual Purpose

Championship Titles exarnptre * Cham-
pion / Field Championships, Champi-
on / N.'laster Hunter to the number of
dogs registrations for the breed. There is

no one single factor that determines it -
breed populariry, shorv abiliE, inherent
field ability and the coilectire interests

of the breed supporrers.

The Irish Setter rvher, first rntrodr.rced

in the US rvas considered a top hunt-

ing dog. Ol,'er the vetrs their rePutation

decr.ut.d as 1l1ore atrd more breeders

r.vere interested in onlv the confor-

mation shorr.' attribtttes and not their

hunting instirrcts. This er''enrua1h' led tri

a split in the breed into fie1d and shr:'iv

tvpes. Another factor that rnade thern

fall out of favor with the average hunter

is that tire'i'are slou'er to lnature, often

six months to a )€ar behind some of the

other pointir-rg breeds' What rnakes the

lrish settet speciai as a l-runting dog?

It's the fhct that once thel' are trained

thei' r:ever lbrget, and t'ou dorit have

to continuall)'go back everY 1'ear and

dogs actualh' preitr the distance n'pe

correctioll r'.rther than a close up per-

sonal correction. Even'dog is diflir:erit'

There has been much discttssiorl rltr

ailorving reciprocal registrations for dog

that are on the FDSB registrr" Ilarl'
comments have been made as to, lrv
ilog sti1l has huntit"rg abilin; rvhv lr'ou1d

rve lvant to include those dogs. We

cant find dogs that mal'h:rve hunting

instinct rvithout testinpi rhem. Chasins

Chippv Birds in the back vi'trd, shorvs

he has an interest, bttt does not pro\re

he could acnrirllv go to thc field find

and point game birds ior that he could

phvsical\'stand up to
rigors of a da}. of hunt-
ing. To ideirtifv dogs

that could be useful in
breeding programs \\re

need to evalu:rte their
inherited abiliqr

Hunting and point-
ing instinct is genetic
inherited trait, it can-

not be taught. Sure 1.ou

can obedience train
the dog to stand a bird
but that is not pointing
generics. Field trials

are expensirc and not
for erren one, holr,er.er

an),one can attend a

Hunt Test at a reason-

able cost and see r,r,hat

abiliq, their dog mav have. Hunt tests

are pass or fail.Junior Hunter is a basic

instinct test. Thel' are availabie in n.ran1'

places, Take a trip out and rvatch, en-
ter ),our dog and see if he has ar-r1, f n-

sic instincts. He rvill lor.e it. If lve ryant
more Dual t].pe breeding stock, more
Dual Chrrmpions 1'or.r hire to do n-iore

than just rnake the claim. l'Ir. challenge

is find out if 1,our dog has abilit1, nnd

prove it. Hunt Tests are judged on a

standard of perforrnance.Thel, are open

to all breed competition, but vou are

not judged against another breed. Judg-
rnent is graded on holv rvell l,our dog
executes the exercises based on a point

retrain them prior to hunting seasorl or
performance events.

They are easilv adaptable to a toot
handler hunter or to a horseback per-
formance er.ent. Thel' understand, on

the ground with or rvithout a Sun,
staying closer to their handler. \\rhen
handler is up on a horse and thev can

see iiom a distance, thel'easi\'adiust
to ranging wider. As a general rule they
pref-er an o'ivner/handler that handies

kindll' but finnly.. The1, usualll' do not
respond rvell to heary handed training
methods. \\rhen used properly thel'rviIl
respond lvell to electronic collars used

in the gun dog breaking process. Some



value of 1 to 10 with average score of 7 
:

needed to receive a Passing score' 
:---Field 

trials are also judged.on a per-

formance standard that appres to.'ar

p"*r"g u;;ed' To earn.chamPionshiP 
I

ii,t. uou have to earn points'just as you

i""ti-t".""f.tmation' by defeating the

other dogs entered in the stake' StaKes

;;;;;'.i.."d to a single breed; how- 
'I"* ,t 

"Y 
are not dumbed down' a dog 

i

,ritt *r., Perform to the set standard 
:

o-f p"rfo.-u^ce' In my 50 yrs' of ex- 
t

p"r-i".r.", I have seen in the past' some 
:

t.""d. that only ran closed stakel a1 
i

it "i. "irft. 
Some of those breeds had 

i

Jog, ,*ura.d Points and titles with 
I

-""dio.r" ability and sloppy perfor- 
i

mances. When theY started coming 
:

over to all breed competition and/or I

started opening stakes at their trials' 
i

the quality of dogs competing and their 
a

performances imProved' - :

A11 performance events rally, obedi- 
:

..,.., ugility etc have standards of-per- 
:

fo.rnurr.e that all dogs have to adhere 
I

to. None are ever geared just to one spe- 
|

cific breed. Jump Heights of course are 
;

adjusted for dog heights' but everyone

colnpetes on the same course against :

the same standard' Hunt Tests are just

the same. Pass or fail on a set standard

of performance.
tr'ield trials have a standard ofperfor-

mance; however the judge's preference

in style also comes into play. Same as it
does in the Conformation Ring where

it is the judges interpretation of the

breed standard and his or hers prefer-

HuntTests thatwe can no longer rotate

,i.'Xr,r*" Walking Events' Instead

oipointing fingers and infighting we

should be *ottti"g together to preserv€

.r, Ur..a and our sPorts' -Not TtY
Field events but Shows are also surler-

t"*. fU.*U.ts are gefiing "*::,11;
tiring with no new people to take tnelr

oh.J.W. need support for our upcom-

i"f xr.i.ra W'ikittg Events' Come

orlt ,rrd join us, You will see Young

i"o-r"Or"s/derbies' Gun Dogs and

Ctiu*pit"t competing in the various

n.ii 
"iA 

events' You will also see Hunt

, f.*t- Juniors, Seniors' and Ma1e1

I ;;;ktd towards their titles' The field

' 
..-r".iriay is welcoming and helpfil

: to newbies.

; aprit 5-6-7,2024,wi1be the ISCA

i Nrtionut Walking Events in lllinois'

, Th. 
"r.nts 

include closed lrish Setter

, O"fy Hunt Test, Walking Field Trial

r with Closed Irish Setter OnlyAmateur

I Grrtt Dog, Amateur Walking PEPI'

, ur-rd A-uteur Walking DerbY' With
I these events we also hold an Irish Setter

, Nu,iorrul Walking Gun Dog ChamPi

I onship'.We have centralized the events

i ,, -uty exhibitors ask and also due to

i the fa.i that we have lost a number of

, clubs eligible to host the event when we

I were rotating. We need support to keep

i it goit g. It is a Program that was de-

I veioped to help get newpeople started'

r Hope to see You there.

1

I HnppyHunting, JeannieWagner S

I

Fall Hunt
AuthorJeannie\Magner

Nostrils quiver with scent

StealthilY stalking

Point

Rusdinggrass

Frighten ftght
Bng

Feathers fall
Fetch

Good Dog
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level, not hanging down below level'

No matter how intense the Point maY

be the dog willbe faulted' A flagging

tai1wi1l also be a majot fault as it often

indicates the dog is soft or not intense

on point.
Events are slowlY dYing. We need

new people to get involved. Breeders

need options open to them.We have so

few clubs left holding Field Tiials and

l,
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