
You may have never heard of the Otterhound or the Skye Terrier. May-
be you’ve never seen a Dandie Dinmont Terrier trotting down the 
street or met a Sussex Spaniel at the dog park. But these rare breeds, 
and many others, are quietly at risk of disappearing. And what’s at 

stake isn’t just dog show entries. It’s the very future of dogs as we know them.

WHY YOU SHOULD CARE ABOUT A BREED  
YOU’VE NEVER OWNED

Many people assume that if a dog breed isn’t common, it must mean it wasn’t 
popular for a reason. But in reality, popularity often has nothing to do with suit-
ability. Breeds fall out of favor for all kinds of reasons: changes in lifestyle, the rise 
of apartment living, social media trends, anti-dog ownership legislation cloaked 
as animal rights laws, or simply because there aren’t enough Preservation Breeders 
left to carry them forward.

When these breeds vanish, we don’t just lose variety. We lose important genet-
ic traits that might one day help to solve health problems in more familiar dogs—
and in people too. We lose dogs specifically designed to work alongside humans 
in meaningful ways. And we lose pieces of living history.

WHAT IS A GENE POOL, AND WHY DOES IT MATTER?
A gene pool is the collection of genetic material in a breed. The larger and more 

diverse it is, the healthier that breed can remain over time. A strong gene pool 
helps to prevent inherited diseases, improves fertility, and supports overall vitality.

But when there are only a few dogs left to breed, the gene pool shrinks. Health 
issues can become more common. Litters become harder to produce. Eventually,  
a breed reaches a point of no return, even if a few dogs are still alive.
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“When these breeds 
vanish, we don’t just 
lose variety. We lose 
important genetic traits 
that might one day help 
to solve health problems 
in more familiar dogs—
and in people too.”



THE VANISHING BREEDS

The American Kennel Club (AKC) tracks registrations across 
more than 200 recognized breeds. In 2023 and 2024, the French 
Bulldog topped the list, while others like the Norwegian Lundehu-
nd, Sloughi, and English Foxhound ranked near the bottom with 
only a few hundred dogs registered in the entire country.

A LOSS FOR EVERYONE WHO LOVES DOGS
When we lose a breed, we lose more than a “type” of dog. We 

lose purpose, personality, and heritage.
Take the Saluki, a breed developed in the Middle East to hunt 

across deserts at high speeds. Or the Glen of Imaal Terrier, a tough 
little dog from Ireland bred to work silently underground and 
uniquely in the kitchen. These aren’t just quirky facts. They are 
expressions of how humans and dogs have evolved together.

Each breed was shaped to serve a role. Some guard live-
stock. Others hunt game, pull sleds, or offer companionship. 
The dogs that fulfill these roles have very specific temperaments, 
instincts, and health profiles. When breeds disappear, those traits  
disappear too.

WHAT ABOUT MIXED BREEDS?  
AREN’T THEY HEALTHIER?

Of course, mixed-breed dogs absolutely deserve our love and 
a happy home, but that doesn’t mean we should let purpose-bred 
dogs fade away forever. Many of the most robust health studies we 
have, like those published through the Orthopedic Foundation for 
Animals (OFA) or canine genome research, come from breeders 
who are committed to tracking traits across generations.

A long-term study, Prevalence of inherited disorders among 
mixed-breed and purebred dogs: 27,254 cases (1995-2010), exam-
ined the likelihood of 24 common hereditary diseases. Despite 
widespread claims that purebred dogs are more prone to genetic 
conditions, the findings showed no greater concentration of these 
diseases in purebreds compared to mixed breeds.

THE PROBLEM WITH POPULARITY
Just because a breed is popular doesn’t mean it’s genetically 

secure. In fact, overbreeding to meet sudden demand can be dan-
gerous. When a breed goes viral, like the French Bulldog has, it 
attracts puppy mills and irresponsible sellers who prioritize quanti-
ty (and profit) over quality. Health testing, responsible placement, 
and breed education typically fall by the wayside.

On the flip side, less flashy breeds with loyal followings, like 
the Field Spaniel or Irish Red and White Setter, can struggle to 
find homes, even when bred thoughtfully. Their breeders may wait 
months to place puppies. Eventually, some will stop breeding alto-
gether, and an entire family within the breed disappears.

photo Amber Jade

photo Elaine Hersey

“Each breed was shaped to 
serve a role. Some guard 
livestock. Others hunt 
game, pull sleds, or offer 
companionship. The dogs 
that fulfill these roles have 
very specific temperaments, 
instincts, and health profiles. 
When breeds disappear, 
those traits disappear too.”



THE VANISHING BREEDS

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN  
THE BREEDERS DISAPPEAR?

Most dog breeds rely on small groups of dedicated Pres-
ervation Breeders who care deeply about preserving their 
dogs’ structure, temperament, and health. But these breed-
ers face mounting obstacles.

•	 Zoning laws may prevent them from keeping dogs 
at home.

•	 Veterinary costs continue to rise.
•	 Puppy buyers often expect instant availability with-

out understanding what ethical breeding entails.
•	 Some younger people are discouraged from breeding 

due to online backlash or anti-breeder sentiment.

If Preservation Breeding becomes impossible or unpop-
ular, entire breeds are likely to vanish in our lifetimes.

WHAT CAN YOU DO AS A DOG LOVER?
You don’t have to be a breeder to make a difference. 

Here’s how you can help to preserve breed diversity:

•	 Check parent club websites for the breeds that inter-
est you. These will usually have a name like XYZ 
Club of America, or something similar. There you 
can find lists of ethical breeders, health and lifestyle 
information, and someone to speak with.

•	 Choose wisely. Ask breeders about health testing. 
Are they hands-on with raising dogs? Do they stand 
behind their placements for the lifetime of the dog? 
They should, and Preservation Breeders will.

•	 Don’t just follow trends. Instead of choosing a dog 
because of a viral video or celebrity post, consider 
lesser-known breeds that may be a better match for 
your lifestyle.

•	 Support ethical breeders. Even if you choose to 
adopt a mixed breed, support those who are working 
to preserve healthy purebreds and educate the public.

•	 Be vocal. Share what you learn about rare breeds 
with others. Awareness helps to drive interest, and 
interest helps breeds survive.

•	 Stay informed on dog legislation. Laws that  
limit breeding, enforce arbitrary caps on the  
number of animals, or promote mandatory spay/neu-
ter may sound good at first, but they often  
make it harder for ethical breeders to do their work. 
Learn more through the AKC Government  
Relations department.

FINAL THOUGHT
Every dog breed tells a story. When a breed disappears, 

that story ends, not just for Conformation shows like The 
Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show, and Performance 
sports like Agility and Fast CAT, but for everyone who 
loves dogs and wants to see them thrive for generations to 
come. You don’t have to be a breeder to care. You just have 
to love dogs.

Because the future of all dogs depends on all of us. 

WHY BREED PRESERVATION 
SHOULD MATTER TO YOU

Even if you’ve never shown a dog or bought one from a 
breeder, you still benefit from the work of Preservation Breeders. 
Here’s why:

•	 Every dog breed is a piece of living history. When one 
vanishes, we lose a unique blend of instinct, temperament, 
and purpose.

•	 Mixed-breed dogs still rely on purebred gene pools.  
A healthier base means healthier dogs across the board.

•	 Diverse breeds protect future options. From service  
dogs to scent detection, we need variety to solve  
tomorrow’s problems.

•	 Once a breed disappears, it’s gone forever. You can’t recre-
ate centuries of work with one crossbred litter.

•	 Help to preserve breed diversity, because dogs deserve 
more than a trend. They deserve a future.
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